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Denver Airports District Office

us. Depclrtme‘nt 26805 E. 68" Avenue, Room 224
of Transportation Denver, Colorado 80249
Federal Aviation 303-342-1250; FAX303-342-1260

Administration

March 17, 2009

Mike Phillips

BLM Assistant Field Manager of Resources
PO Box 119

Worland, WY 82401

Subject: Cultural Resource Survey Review
Hot Springs County Airport Relocation
Environmental Assessment (EA)

Dear Mr. Phillips,

This letter and the enclosed materials constitute a request for review and comment of the
Cultural Resource Survey and Federal Determination of Eligibility and Effects for the
project referenced above. It is our understanding that the Office of the Wyoming State
Archeologist (OWSA) has provided you with copies of the Class III Cultural Resource
Survey. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and Hot Springs County propose to
relocate the Hot Springs County Airport to one of two alternative airport sites identified as
Site 2 and Site 3. Site 2 is currently the County’s preferred site and is located just west of
Highway 120, approximately 10 miles northwest of the Town of Thermopolis (Latitude 43°
427 40.79” N, Longitude 108° 23’ 37.12” N). Site 3 is located west of Lucerne, Wyoming
and U.S. Highway 20, approximately 7 miles north of the Town of Thermopolis (Latitude
43° 43° 47.60” N, Longitude 108° 13° 02.04” N).

The work will potentially involve the construction of a 6,370-foot by 75-foot runway, a
parallel taxiway, an aircraft parking apron, an airport access road, perimeter fencing and
associated landside facilities including aircraft storage hangars.

RESEARCH/SURVEY RESULTS AND ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATIONS

During the month of November 2008, staff from OWSA completed a Class III Cultural
Resources Survey of the two alternative airport relocation sites. Six previously unrecorded
sites, three previously recorded sites, and eight isolated resources were found. Sites
480951 (historic dugouts), 48HO952 (historic artifact scatter), 48H0953 (historic
dugouts), 48HO0954 (historic dugouts), 48HO956 (prehistoric lithic scatter), and the isolated
resources are recommended as not eligible to the National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP). Site 43HO955 (prehistoric stone circles) is recommended as unevaluated to the
NRHP. Sites 48H0472 (Cody-Meeteetse-Thermopolis Road) and 48HO849 (Dempsey



Canal) are previously recorded sites that cross Airport Alternative Site 3. The segments of
these linear resources within the current project area are recommended as non-contributing.
Site 48HO661 is a not eligible historic transmission line that crosses Airport Alterative Site
3. No new information was found and no further recording was performed. The FAA
concurs with the eligibility determination of the OWSA. The location of the sites in relation
to the proposed airport facilities is shown on the enclosed graphics.

EFFECTS DETERMINATION

48H0955: Construction will not take place in the northeast corner of the project area and
will not alter the NRHP eligible find’s integrity. The site is only included within the
proposed project fence line to allow for a future extension of the runway in this direction.
This runway extension would require an additional EA and cultural resource survey prior to
implementation. Therefore, we have determined that there will be no effect as a result of
this project. If necessary, the proposed project fence line and property line could be
relocated so as to not encompass Site 48HO955.

We respectfully request BLM comments specifically with the Determinations of Eligibility
and Effects at Site 3, which includes BLM land. It is also important to note that Site 2 is the
current Airport Sponsor preferred site.

If you have questions or require additional information in order to complete your review,
please contact me at 303-342-1265.

Sincerely,

s

Hans Anker, P.E.
Airport Engineer/Environmental Specialist

Cc:  Ryan Hayes, Barnard Dunkelberg & Company
Hans Odde, Hot Springs County

Enclosures:  Project Location Map
Site 2 Cultural/Historic Sites
Site 3 Cultural/Historic Sites























































































































































































